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MADAGASCAR FUNFO 
 

1. Most of Madagascar’s wildlife is found nowhere else on Earth. 
 

2. The main part of their diet is rice. The word “to eat” in Malagasy is mihinam-bary, 
which means “to eat rice.” 

 
3. Madagascar is the fourth largest island in the world. It is bigger than Great 

Britain! 
 

4. Because of its unique ecology, some scientists refer to Madagascar as the eighth 
continent. 

 
5. Madagascar has the third largest coral reef in the world, the Toliara coral reef.  

 
6. Madagascar currently provides half of the world's sapphires. 

 
7. Hery Rajaonarimampianina, the president of Madagascar, has a longer surname 

than any other president in the world. 
 

8. About 80 percent of the world’s vanilla comes from Madagascar. 
 

9. Madagascar has a yummy snack called Koba. This is made of rice, peanut and 
banana, mixed and turned into a pâté. 

 
10. Madagascar has only two seasons, a hot wet season and a cold dry season. 

 
11. Madagascar is also known as the red island, because its soil is a distinctive red 

color. 
 

12. Fruits like jackfruit, longan, avocado, custard apple, breadfruit, and baobab all 
grow on Madagascar. 

 
13. Madagascar has an entire forest made of stones. Madagascar’s Stone Forest, 

Tsingy, has big, tall stones naturally lined up with trees. 
 

14. There are no poisonous snakes in Madagascar. 
 

15. The Coca-Cola Company was a major buyer of vanilla that came from 
Madagascar. In 1985 Coca-Cola introduced the New Coke formula which involved 
using synthetic vanillin, instead of real vanilla. When the customers of Coca-Cola 
didn’t like the new formula, Coca-Cola switched back to their old formula. 
Madagascar’s economy then rose back to its normal levels before the new 
formula was released. 

 
16. It was Marco Polo who gave the island its name of Madagascar. 

 
17. Madagascar has gone by many names. Upon gaining its freedom in 1958 it named 

itself the Malagasy Republic, it renamed itself the Democratic Republic of 
Madagascar in 1975, and changed its name again in 1993 to the Republic of 
Madagascar. 

 
18. The island has two official languages, Malagasy and French. 

 
19. The island’s highest mountain is Maromokotro. It is 2,876 meters high (9,435 

feet). 
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Sifakas are tree-dwelling animals. They can 
easily jump between the tree branches with
their powerful hind legs. They mainly feed on
fruits, leaves and buds.According to the native
people the sifakas are called so because of
their distinctive ‘shif-auk’ call.

Sifakas are a species of lemur.

They are one of the most

endangered species of

Madagascar and are not found

anywhere else in the world.
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Fossas are very agile climbers. Their retractable
claws, flexible ankle joints and long tails help
them to climb easily and balance effectively.
The fossa is the most efficient hunter among
the Madagascan animals. It is an ambush
predator, making surprise attacks on its prey.

Fossas can climb down trees

head first! Their main food

is lemurs. They also hunt

other small mammals, fish,

birds, frogs and lizards.
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Once these moths reach adulthood, they cannot
feed and only live for four to five days. They
are capable of reproduction from the first day
they emerge from their cocoons, and females
can lay up to 170 eggs. The comet moth
caterpillars feed on fresh eucalyptus leaves.

The Comet moth is also

called the Madagascan

moon moth. Their cocoons

have small holes in them

to prevent drowning in

the wet rain forests.
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Aye-ayes are dark brown in color and have
large eyes and slender fingers. They use their
big, sensitive ears to detect wood-boring
larvae and dig them out with their elongated
middle fingers. They also eat seeds, fruits and
nectar. They are tree-dwellers and avoid
contact with the ground.  

The aye-aye is the largest

nocturnal (awake at night)

primate in the world. They are

gentle, harmless animals that

are often killed because

they look scary!
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Panther chameleons can change color very
fast indeed depending on their location, their
mood or even the weather. When they spot
their prey, panther chameleons lock both eyes
onto the target before striking with their long,
sticky tongues. The suction and stickiness of
the tongue prevents the prey from escaping. 

These guys are really cool -

they can rotate and focus their

eyes individually; which means

that they can look at two

different things in two different

directions at the same time!
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PANTHER
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Tomato frogs prey on insects and pretty much
anything they can fit in their mouths. While
they’ are frogs with smooth skin, they also have
several toad-like traits: Their feet are not webbed,
they have smooth toe pads, and can secrete
an irritating, latex-like poison, as most toads can. 

The female frogs are as

red as a tomato but the

males are a dull brown

color! They are found in

the northern, wetter parts

of Madagascar.
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Leaf-tailed geckos have a transparent covering
over their eyes and use their tongues to lick
away any debris caught in the eye.. Some of
them have notches in their tails to further give
the illusion of a decaying leaf. To scare off
predators, they show off their bright red mouths.

These geckos are known for

their large flat tails which look

very much like a dry leaf. They

are really good at camouflaging

themselves on tree branches.
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The lesser hedgehog tenrec is a small, stout 
animal similar to the hedgehog. Their tails are
short and their ears are prominent. In daytime,
they rest under logs or in hollow trees. They
feed on insects and small vertebrates, and
forage alone, except for a mother with her young.

Tenrecs like to sleep in a 

curled up position, except

when it’s really hot, then

they sleep with their bodies

extended to keep cool.
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Down:
1. Animal with rings on its tail that fossas like to eat
2. Catlike predator of lemurs
3. Small shrew-like animal with spines
4. Land surrounded by water
5. Animal with a long middle finger for eating insects
6. Largest living lemur 
10. Flavouring in vanilla ice cream

Across:
2. Large area covered with trees
7. Hot and humid climate; like hawaii
8. Rainforest
9. Large island in the Indian ocean near Africa
11. Hot and damp
12. Mountain with a crater where lava comes out

1.

2.

4.

9.

10.

11.

7.

3.

6.

8.

5.

12.
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Down:
1. Animal with rings on its tail that fossas like to eat
2. Catlike predator of lemurs
3. Small shrew-like animal with spines
4. Land surrounded by water
5. Animal with a long middle finger for eating insects
6. Largest living lemur 
10. Flavouring in vanilla ice cream

Across:
2. Large area covered with trees
7. Hot and humid climate; like hawaii
8. Rainforest
9. Large island in the Indian ocean near Africa
11. Hot and damp
12. Mountain with a crater where lava comes out
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Fossa
Lemur
Gecko
Rice
Alligator
Vanilla
Flag
Baobab
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MADAGASCAR

Write about the culture. Draw a few baobab trees.

Write about one of the animals.

Write about the food.
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MALAGASY ROMAZAVA
MEAT STEW WITH GREENS

2 Tablespoons vegetable oil
1 1lb.beef chuck cut into bite size pieces
1 pork loin chop, cut into bite size pieces
1 skinless chicken breast, chopped
1 14 oz can of diced tomatoes
2 cups chicken or beef stock
½ large yellow onion, diced

1 In a large dutch oven heat the oil and brown the beef on all sides.
2 Add the tomatoes, stock, onion, chilies, garlic and ginger and bring to a simmer.
3. Cover the pot and reduce the heat to low and let stew for about 30 minutes
4. Add in the pork and the chicken pieces and bring to a boil then reduce heat to
      low and cover for another 10-15 minutes.
5. Add in the greens, it will seem like too much greens but they wilt down quickly.
6 Cover and stew for another 10 minutes
7. Add salt and pepper to taste
8. Serve over steamed white rice and be sure to have some sakay on hand as that
      is what makes the dish delicious!

recipe from  http://www.internationalcuisine.com/malagasy-romazava/

GATEAU DE MANDIOCA
TAPIOCA CAKE

2 C milk
1 vanilla pod
4 TBS sugar
1 pinch ground nutmeg
1 pinch ground cloves
5 TBS tapioca
2 TBS cream
4 ripe bananas
1 TBS butter
4 eggs

1. Preheat oven to 350 F or 175 C
2. In a medium saucepan, mix together milk, vanilla pod, sugar, ground nutmeg
    and cloves; bring to a boil. 
3. Remove saucepan from heat; mix in tapioca. 
4. Return to heat and simmer on low for about ten minutes, stirring frequently. 
5. Remove saucepan from heat; discard vanilla pod. Add the cream and set aside. 
6. Peel bananas. In a bowl, mash bananas with a fork; add to tapioca mixture. 
7. Add eggs one at a time, mixing well. 
8. Grease a round baking dish; pour in cake mixture. 
9. Bake in middle oven for about fifteen minutes. Allow to cool slightly before serving.

recipe from http://shenanchie.tripod.com/FoodFare/mandiocacake.htm

5 cloves garlic, peeled and minced
2½ inches of ginger, peeled and minced
3 serrano chilies, minced
1 bunch mustard greens, chopped
1 bag or bunch baby spinach and arugula
salt and pepper to taste.
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